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CAUTION: Extensive efforts have been made to assure the quality of information contained in this report. It is
impossible, however, to achieve complete accuracy and consistency of the reported data. In addition, the reported
data do not include all relevant information generally necessary to explain apparent differences in performance
(e.g., information related to work rules, topography, climate, and unusual events such as strikes and service start-
ups). Users of this report, therefore, should be careful not to draw unwarranted conclusions based solely on the
data contained herein.
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Introduction 
This volume of the National Transit Database (NTD) Annual Report consists of transit profiles for each of top 50 
transit agencies filing an NTD annual report for the 2006 report year. These agencies were selected based on 
unlinked passenger trips. Each profile consists of general, financial, and modal data, as well as performance 
and trend indicators. 

For the 2006 report year, 657 transit agencies submitted data. Of that, 81 agencies operated nine or fewer 
vehicles across all modes and types of service (TOS), and 2 received waivers from detailed reporting. Thus, 574 
agencies are included in the NTD database. 

Over the last few years the NTD has undergone significant changes and enhancements and the profiles have 
been redesigned to accommodate these changes.  

There were no data changes for the 2006 report year. 

The top portion of the profiles contains both general and financial information. General information includes 
urbanized area (UZA) statistics, service area statistics, service consumption (system wide), service supplied 
(system wide) and vehicles operated in maximum service (VOMS). 

Financial information includes fare revenues earned, fare revenues applied to operations, sources of operating 
funds expended, summary of operating expenses (OE), sources of capital funds expended and uses of capital 
funds. Two pie charts graphically depict sources of operating funds expended and capital funds expended. The 
remainder of the profile presents information at mode level. All modes are included. Bus (MB) and heavy rail 
(HR) always appear first and second if operated by an agency.  

Fixed guideway directional route miles (FG DRM) include the total DRM at the agency’s fiscal year end (FYE). 
FG segments used by more than one agency are included for each agency reporting the segments. 

Performance measures are derived from individual mode characteristics and represent cost efficiency, cost 
effectiveness and service effectiveness. Graphs highlight selected performance measures over the last ten 
years for the modes shown in lines one and two. 

Anomalies may exist in these graphs as the result of one or more of the following: 

• A report may not have been received for a particular year 
• A waiver may have been granted 
• Following validation, data may have been partially or completely deleted, or 
• Data may have been deemed questionable in a particular year. 
• Starting in 2006, a separate file documenting all data items deemed questionable during validation is 

provided on the NTD website.  However, data items waived, deleted or not reported were indicated next to 
the data item. 

For transit agencies that have purchased transportation (PT) contracts where the contractor is a private entity 
filing a separate NTD report, the data for the buyer and seller(s) are aggregated for service supplied and 
consumed. Thus, the aggregate profile shows the overall purchased service under contract.  

When an aggregate profile is provided, the profile’s header lists the agencies under contract included in the 
profile. 

The urbanized area (UZA) statistics, service area statistics, sources of operating funds expended, summary of 
operating expenses (OE), sources of capital funds expended, and uses of capital are those of the transit agency 
buying the service. All other items are aggregate data or computations using the aggregate data. However, 
there likely are differences in operating expenses (OE) and operating funds applied between the transit agency 
and its contractor(s) when the fiscal years are not the same.  

Footnotes have been added to explain unusual circumstances, or when some data clarification is needed.  

Appendix A provides an aggregate profile for the top 50 transit agencies included in the 2006 database. 
Appendix B identifies agencies receiving FTA-approved reporting exemptions. Appendix C provides a cross-
reference identifying where each data item in the profiles can be located in an agency’s National Transit 
Database report, as well as the algorithms used in determining these items. 
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Additional National Transit Database publications include: 

• The Data Tables 
• National Transit Summaries and Trends, and 
• Transit Profiles – All Reporting Agencies. 

All are published annually and are available for viewing or download at http://www.ntdprogram.gov. 

 




